Abstract: A male and a female of Achalinus formosanus chigirai were collected from Ishigakijima and Iriomotejima Islands of the Yaeyama Group, respectively. This snake is known from three males from the latter island, and the present collection includes the first female specimen for this subspecies. Also, the occurrence of A. f. chigirai is ascertained from Ishigakijima I. for the first time. Morphological features of the present animals are compared with those of the other specimens of A. f. chigirai, as well as of the nominal subspecies. Characteristics of the female specimen are discussed.
Ota and Toyama (1989) described Achalinus formosanus chigirai on the basis of three males from Iriomotejima
Island of the Yaeyama Group, in the southernmost part of the Ryukyu Archipelago.
However, since the number of specimens used for the original description was so few, it is still desirable to revise the diagnosis of the subspecies on the basis of additional, especially female, specimens. This is because some characters used for the definition of this subspecies are known to show variation, especially between sexes, in other species and subspecies of the genus Achalinus (see Table 1 of Ota and Toyama (1989) for example).
In the present paper, we report the morphological features of two recently collected specimens of A. f. chigirai, a female from Iriomotejima Island and a male from Ishigakijima Island, and compare them with the other specimens of this subspecies as well as with the nominal subspecies.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The female (KUZ 13006: Fig. 1 ) was collected from Yutsun, Iriomotejima Island, on 30 December 1988 by M. Toda. The animal was found moving in the low grass along a path in the evening. The junior author collected the male (OPM H955) from the forest floor at the foot of Mt. Omotodake, Ishigakijima Island, at night on 11 March 1988. Both specimens were examined after fixation in 10% formalin.
For comparisons, we investigated the following characters: midbody scale rows (SR, counted at the mid-point between neck and cloaca); ventral shields (VT, counted following Dowling's (1951a) system); subcaudal shields (SC, counted only for specimens with undamaged tail-tips); snout to vent length (SVL, measured only for adults, in mm); prefrontal-loreal suture (PLS, investigated on both sides); keels on dorsal scales (DK, investigated at points of 10, 40, 60, and 90% of the distance between neck and cloaca). States of the last two characters were coded as tion pattern of each specimen was formulated after Dowling (1951b) .
The catalogue number of a specimen belonging to the herpetological collection of National Taiwan Normal University is preceded by TNU.
The other institutional acronyms are those suggested by Leviton et al. (1985) .
RESULTS
Comparison. -Most characteristics of the two animals are shared with the other specimens of A. f. chigirai: head only slightly broader than neck; rostral triangular, one and a half to two times as broad as high, not visible from above; snout short, but projecting beyond lower jaw; internasal small, rectangular, one and a third to one and a half times as long as broad; loreal fused to prefrontal; frontal pentagonal, as broad as or slightly broader than long; parietal more than twice as long as broad, contacted posterolaterally by an enlarged paraparietal; supraocular small, nearly twice as long as broad; temporal Numbers of ventrals and subcaudals in the male from Ishigakijima Island are almost as great as those in the males from Iriomotejima Island.
However, these counts considerably differ between the female from Iriomotejima and the males: the former has more ventrals and much fewer subcaudals.
The SVL of the female is greater than those of the males (Table 1) . Alteration patterns of dorsal scales on body are: TABLE 1. Comparisons in meristic (x±SE, followed by ranges) and other characters of the two subspecies of Achalinus formosanus. See text for abbreviations.
in the male and the female, respectively. Natural History. -Both  of  the  present  animals, like all the other specimens of the subspecies, were collected from low altitude areas (less than 200m above sea level). The
DISCUSSION
In the original description of A. f. chigirai, we diagnosed this subspecies as having the loreal fused to the prefrontal, strongly keeled dorsal scales (including the outermost rows) in 25 or 27 rows at mid body, and a large number of subcaudals (Ota and Toyama, 1989) . Of these, the last character is the only one to separate chigirai from the nominal subspecies. The male in the present study provided additional data to confirm those characteristics, and, especially with the large subcaudal count, support the separation of the Yaeyama population from that of Taiwan at the subspecific level. However, the female, although having most features identical with those of males, had much fewer subcaudals. The number is even fewer than those in some males of A. f. formosanus.
Still, it is slightly greater than subcaudal counts in females of the nominal subspecies (Table 1) . This, as well as the greater ventral count and larger body size in the female, implies the presence of morphological differentiation between the sexes in the Yaeyama population, as in the other species of the genus (see Table 1 of Ota and Toyama (1989) 
for examples).
A. f. chigirai inhabits low altitides with subtropical climates, in contrast to the nominal subspecies, which is known exclusively from high altitudes in Taiwan (higher than 1000m and reaching 2500m above sea level: Horikawa, 1941; Lue, 1989; Ota unpubl.) where the climate is similar to that in the temperate zone (e. g., Kano, 1940) . Further studies may reveal ecological and physiological differences between the two subspecies.
The male in this study represents the first record of A. f. chigirai from Ishigakijima Island.
This discovery makes the ophidian faunas of Iriomotejima and Ishigakijima Islands identical with each other (Toyama, 1985) .
